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The Quick Note is BACK for Another Year

Welcome back, everyone! We are excited to partner with you for yet another
wonderful school year. The Quick Note newsletter is back as well. For more than a
decade, thousands of educators in the Palen Music Center footprint have received a
weekly newsletter that we hope you find helpful and encouraging. The goal is to
provide you with a short, timely article that will help you impact lives and make a
difference. 

A recent article called Beginning of the Year Tips was published on a blog called
Band Directors Talk Shop. The article featured 60 tips to help you have a great start
to your year. Although the article appeared on a band-specific blog, the content is
equally helpful to our orchestra colleagues. I hand-selected ten tips that really
resonated. You can click here to read the entire article.

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR TIPS
Have your performance dates set, reserved and locked in place so that you
can communicate that to your families in your hand book and not change them
after school starts. This is the key to working well with busy families.
Plan EVERYTHING out. Be so organized that you are able to be flexible when,
inevitably, things don’t go according to plan.
Don’t stop until what you want is perfect. If you let them get away with
mediocrity at the beginning, you’re setting up that expectation for the rest of
the year.
Lay the foundation, and take as much time as it takes. The first few weeks of
lessons are NOT to be rushed through. The first few weeks will make or break
the whole year.
DELEGATE! Do the things only you can do.
Success for the whole year depends upon having everything up front so the
students, AND PARENTS, know the expectations. Do not budge on your
standards.
Go home! Don’t spend every waking moment at the school.
Don’t allow beginners to take home their instruments until good habits are
established.
Have the kids answer a Google survey where they enter their instrument
brand, model and serial number. Then, you will have an instant spreadsheet of
everyone’s instrument in case something gets lost or stolen, or an unlabeled
instrument is found. 
Have fun �

https://www.palenmusic.com/
https://www.palenmusic.com/pages/quicknote-catalog?_pos=6&_sid=b955fbffd&_ss=r
https://banddirectorstalkshop.com/beginning-year-tips-60-band-directors/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4amcZ7zopk0
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxYVHhlXLrIb36ZZesIpP64GAShhHSRVs&si=E29Va8VSIKUSSBFj
https://youtu.be/0ZtwWJ5iY5k?si=nfItMyTNrtEhmcmF
https://youtu.be/wMOhMYKf7v0?si=Ls-m47OaEpv70TwM
https://www.palenmusic.com/pages/quicknote-catalog?_pos=6&_sid=b955fbffd&_ss=r


Even though the list above is borrowed from the referenced article, I will add one
more. Be sure to use your resources! One of those resources is your team here at
Palen Music Center. We have walked in your shoes and know the challenges you
face. Please let us know how we can best serve you and your families. You can
always reach out to your PMC ed rep, your nearest PMC location, to AAron Bryan
(abryan@palenmusic.com) or to me (ematzat@palenmusic.com). Together, we
can do anything! We appreciate the opportunity to serve you and hope you have an
incredible year!

Eric Matzat, President
Palen Music Center

Buy a Marimba, Get a
Vibraphone FREE!

Between now and September 30, 2024,
if you order a M850HW five-octave
Reflection-Series Marimba, you will also
receive a V6530S vibraphone for FREE!
This promotion is valid as supplies last,
so act quickly if you are interested.
Contact your PMC Educational
Representative for more information or
to place your order.

Have you seen the Vandoren VK1 Synthetic Reed yet?

More Palen Music Video Resources:

mailto:abryan@palenmusic.com
mailto:ematzat@palenmusic.com


Contact Your Local Palen Music Center Representative
Can we assist you with anything? Please contact your local Palen Music Center school educational
representative for all of your music education needs.

Springfield, MO St. Louis, MO Springdale, AR
Melissia Goff
Gabriel Duerkop
Clint Kubala

Dale Sharkey
Matt Sokeland
Troy Bunkley

Barry Harper
Matt Carmichael
Omar Taweel

Store Line: (417) 882-7000 Store Line: (636) 229-1904 Store Line: (479) 464-8877

Wichita, KS Liberty, MO Broken Arrow, OK
Bob Lee
Dan Chisham
Emily Cox
Jim Maxwell

Ben Todd
Emmett Starkey
Rob Goade

Adam Bruce
Kale White
Lonnie Fuller

Store Line: (316) 262-1487 Store Line: (816) 792-8301 Store Line: (405) 408-2054

Columbia, MO Joplin, MO Overland Park, KS
Austin Jay
Austin Wilson

Jennifer Rose Ben Todd

Store Line: (573) 256-5555 Store Line: (417) 781-3100 Store Line: (913) 234-4454

Oklahoma City, OK PMC Admin
Charlie Bartrug
Kirby Swinney
Mikela Connella
Seth Boothby
Susan Clothier

AAron Bryan
Alec Palen
Eric Matzat
Jason Moore
Jeff Lawless

Store Line: (405) 896-8111

If you would like to submit material, make corrections, give comments, or wish to be removed from this
mailing list, please contact Naomi Lewis.
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